
Subject Specific Vocabulary 

Igneous  

Rock that has been formed from magma or lava.  

Sedimentary  

 

Rock that has been formed by layers of sediment 

being pressed down hard and sticking together. 

You can see the layers of sediment in the rock.  

Metamorphic  

Rock that started out as igneous or sedimentary 

rock but changed due to being exposed to ex-

treme heat or pressure.  

Magma  

Molten rock that remains underground.  

Lava  

Molten rock that comes out of the ground is 

called lava.  

Sediment  

Natural solid material that is moved and dropped 

off in a new place by water or wind, e.g. sand.  

Permeable  

Allows liquids to pass through it.  

Impermeable  

Does not allow liquids to pass through it.  

Erosion  

When water, wind or ice wears away land.  

Fossil  

The remains or impression of a prehistoric plant 

or animal embedded in rock and preserved in 

petrified form.  

Insert the correct name for the rock type shown below. 

 

Associated Diagram Sticky Knowledge 

Give 2 properties of sedimentary rocks.  

Sedimentary rocks contain rounded grains in layers.   

Sedimentary rocks are usually a lot softer than igneous and metamorphic rocks.  

Sedimentary rocks are usually permeable.  

Give 2 properties of an igneous rock.  

Igneous rocks often contain crystals. 

Igneous are usually a harder rock.  

They are impermeable. 

Why do metamorphic rocks sometimes have properties of igneous and sedimentary rocks? 

Metamorphic rocks are made from rocks that were once igneous or sedimentary so they some-

times contain the properties of these rocks, depending on which rock form it was originally.    

How are fossils formed?  

An animal dies and it gets covered with sediments which eventually become rock. More layers 

of rock cover it. Only hard parts of the creature remain, e.g. bones, shells and teeth. Over thou-

sands of years, sediment might enter the mould to make a cast fossil. As erosion and weather-

ing take place, eventually the fossil becomes exposed.  

What is soil made up of? 

Soil is the uppermost layer of the Earth. It is a mixture of different things:  

• minerals (the minerals in soil come from finely broken-down rock); • air; • water; • organic 

matter (including living and dead plants and animals).  

Give an example rock for each of the following rock forms: 

Sedimentary— chalk, sandstone, limestone  

Igneous— basalt, granite 

Metamorphic— marble, slate  

What are the 3 main types of soil?  

Sand, silt and clay.  

What is the significance of Mary Anning?  

Mary Anning is said to be one of the most famous fossil hunters to ever live. She grew up in 

Dorset and was born in 1799. She found many fossils over her time and became an expert in 

palaeontology.  

Chemistry—rocks and fossils  


