
Subject Specific Vocabulary 

sound 

Vibrations that travel through the air or an-

other medium and can be heard when they 

reach the ear  

distance 

The length of the space between two points.  

particles 

Tiny bits of matter that make up solids, liq-

uids and gases 

volume 

How loud or quiet a sound is  

pitch 

How high or low the sound is  

sound wave 

Sound waves are formed by objects vibrating 

(shaking back and forth).  

absorb 

The loss of sound energy when sound 

waves comes into contact with an absorbent 

material such as ceilings, walls, floors.   

vibration 

Particles shaking back and forth causing the 

air to vibrate  

amplitude 

The size of a vibration. The bigger 

the amplitude, the louder the sound.  

soundproof  

Preventing the passage of sound.  

Pitch diagram 

 

 

Amplitude diagram  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diagram of the ear 

 

 

 

Associated Diagram Sticky Knowledge 

Know how sounds are made, understanding that sound is made by something 

vibrating  

Recognise that vibrations from sounds travel through a medium to the ear  

Explain how vibrations change when the loudness of a sound changes 

Understand what pitch is (how high or low a sound is) and how different objects 

can create different pitched sounds because of their features (e.g. the thickness 

of elastic  bands). The higher the number of vibrations, the higher the pitch.  

The shorter, tighter or thinner the object is, the higher the pitch of the sound 

will be. This is because the vibrations will be faster. The longer, looser or thicker 

the object is, the lower the pitch of the sound will be. This is because the vibra-

tions will be slower. 

Find patterns between the volume of a sound and the strength of the vibrations 

that produced it. The louder the sound, the bigger the vibration.  

Know that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound source increases.  

Know that some materials absorb sound and identify materials that could be 

used for soundproofing.  

Know that vibrations travel into the ear canal until they reach the eardrum.  
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