
Subject Specific Vocabulary 

Civilisation  

the stage of human social and cultural development and 

organization that is considered most advanced.  

 

Islam 

the religion of the Muslims, a monotheistic faith regarded 

as revealed through Muhammad as the Prophet of Allah.  

 

The four gates  

The city had four gates: Bob al-Kufa, Bab al –Sham, Bab al-

Kharasan and Bab al-Bava. The walls and gates were  

Designed to protect the city from foreign invasions. The 

most important buildings were all placed inside the gates.  

House of Wisdom 

.The House of Wisdom was a large library and intellectual 

centre throughout the Abbasid period during the Islamic  

Golden Age. It house rare books and was a leading location 

for translating old a Greek texts into Arabic.   

The Golden Gate Palace 

At the cetre of the city stood the two finest buildings, the 

Golden Gate Palace and the Great Mosque.  

Surrounding the Palace was a Promenade, where only the 

caliph was allowed, riding on horseback. 

reports, letters and other documents that can be intro-

duced during a trial or other hearing to show that some-

thing is or is not true.  Written evidence  
 

Pictorial evidence  

Pictorial is defined as something illustrated or expressed in 

pictures.  

If pictures tell a story of the history of a given plot of land, 

this is an example of a pictorial history.  

Artefact 

an object made by a human being, typically one of cultural 

or historical interest.  

 

Chronological  

An order in which they occurred  

 

Sticky Knowledge 
Similarities of Britain and Baghdad in 900AD 

 Farming—the gathering of new minds meant an increase in 

agricultural knowledge and techniques. The introduction of 

new crops and foods signalled a sharp rise in population 

growth.  

 Art and design— complex geometric designs were fashiona-

ble in both time periods. 7 

 Clothing—was long practical clothing that was modest and 

covered the wearer. 

Differences of Britain and Baghdad in 900AD 

 Literacy—this was highly valued and everybody was expected 

to learn to read Arabic so they could read the Quran.  

 Medicine— hospitals of the time treated all patients without 

charge and provided them with accommodation until they 

were cured. Studies of the anatomy led to improvements in 

surgical techniques.  

Put these events in order: Muhammad is born in the city of Mecca, 

The religion of Islam begins when Muhammad receives the first 

revelations, Mathematician Al-Kwarizimi is born, Ibn Sina com-

pletes his encyclopaedia of medicine.  

To know the technological advancements of the time period. In 

Baghdad.  

Medicine 

Mathematics— was built on from the Greeks and Indians, full de-

velopment of the decimal system and decimals to fractions. By Al-

Khwarizimi 

Science— were translated from different languages and built upon 

by scholars of the time. This was written on paper for the first time 

so it was easily distributed.  

Associated Diagram 
What’s wrong with this timeline? 

History—Baghdad 900AD 

Redo the timeline with these dates here: 

570AD 630AD 

632AD 

711AD 

780AD 

786AD 


