
Subject Specific Vocabulary 

ancient 

Belonging to the very distant past and no 

longer in existence.  

invasion 

Invading a country or region with an armed 

force.  

AD 

Anno Domini (number of years after the tra-

ditional date of Christ's birth) 

BC 

Before Christ (number of years before the 

traditional date of Christ’s birth) 

Greek 

Relating to ancient Greece or its empire or 

people.  

empire 

an extensive group of states or countries 

ruled over by a single leader 

civilisation 

The process by which a society or place 

reaches an advanced stage of social and cul-

tural development and organisation. 

city-state 

A city that, with its surrounding territory, 

forms an independent state.  

government 

A group of people with the authority to gov-

ern a state. 

democracy 

A system of government by a whole popula-

tion, typically through elected representa-

tives.  

 

 

Associated Diagram Sticky Knowledge 

Describe how the Ancient Greek civilisation began and list the three main era. Greek 

civilisation began around 800 BC when the city-states started to form and government 

developed.  

The three eras were: Archaic Period, Classical Period, Hellenistic Period. 

Around 480 BC, Ancient Greece entered a golden age, lasting 200 years. Describe some 

of their achievements in this period. First democracy founded, famous plays written, 

Hippocrates made advances in medicine, Parthenon and other temples built. 

Who was Alexander the Great and why is he such an important historical figure? Alex-

ander the Great came into power in 336 BC as King of the Ancient Greek Kingdom when 

he was just 20 years old and reigned for 13 years. Known as one of the world’s greatest 

military generals, he created a vast empire during his short time as King.  

Who was Aristotle and why was he so significant in the history of Ancient Greece? Aris-

totle was  a philosopher and scientist who is still considered to be one of the greatest 

thinkers in politics, psychology and ethics. Most notably, he was Alexander the Great’s 

teacher in the years before he became King. Aristotle founded his own school in Athens, 

known as the Lyceum.  

What was the battle of Troy? Why did it happen and what was the outcome? The Tro-

jan war was waged against the city of Troy by the Spartans after Paris of Troy took Hel-

en from her husband Menelaus, the King of Sparta. The war carried on for many years, 

but was eventually won by the Spartans when they tricked the Trojans into taking a gift 

inside their city walls—a Trojan Horse filled with Greek warriors.  

How did the Olympic Games begin? The first Olympic Games was held in Olympia. 

50,000 people came form all over the Greek Empire to watch and take part. Athletes 

competed for the glory of their city. The event was also a religious festival to honour 

Zeus. 

What did the Ancient Greeks believe would happen to them when they died? Can you 

name the main Gods/Goddesses? The Greeks believed that when they died, their souls 

would go on a journey to the Underworld, ruled by Hades. Judges would decide where 

to send souls—Elysium (a comfortable place where the sun always shone) or Tartarus 

(for those who needed to be punished).   

Zeus: King of the Gods    Hera: Queen of the Gods     Ares: God of War    Aphrodite: God-

dess of Love    Athena: Goddess of Wisdom and War   Poseidon: God of the Sea. 

What happened when the Romans took control of Greece? The Romans steadily 

gained control of mainland Greece in a series of conflicts known as the Macedonian 

Wars and finally defeated the Greeks in the Battle of Corinth in 146 BC. Despite being 

ruled by Rome, much of Greek culture remained the same.  
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