
Subject Specific Vocabulary 

toy 

Something to play with 

rich 

Having lots of money 

poor 
Not having much money 

Victorian 

The time of Queen Victoria’s reign  

1837-1901 

Wooden toys 

 Made from the material that comes 

from trees. 

Lots of toys were made from wood 

such as boats, train sets and cup 

and ball sets. 

Paper toys 

Some toys , like windmills were made 

out of paper. 

Metal toys 

 Made from a strong  hard and often 

shiny material. 

Toy soldiers and spinning tops were 

often made out of metal. 

Plastic toys 

A man-made material that can be  

formed into most shapes. It is usual-

ly strong, long lasting and light 

weight. Most modern toys are made 

out of plastic. 

 

   

 

       

 

Sticky Knowledge 

How long have toys existed? 

They have existed for thousands of years made from 

materials that were available at the time. 

What were toys made of in Victorian times? 

They were mainly made of wood, paper and metal. 

 

What toys did rich Victorian children play with? 

They played with such things as clockwork train 

sets, rocking horses , tea sets and dolls. 

What toys did poor Victorian children play with? 

They played with homemade toys such as peg dolls, 

wooden boats and rags stuffed with sawdust to 

make balls or toy animals. 

What are modern toys made of? 

Modern toys are mainly made of plastic. 

Why are modern toys made out of plastic? 

Modern toys are mainly made of plastic because it is 

safer and easier to make things with. 

How are modern toys different? 

Many modern toys use electricity to work  such as 

computer games. 

History – Toys, old and new (Year 1) 

Associated Diagram 

Match the  labels to the tea sets 

 

I am made of plastic. 

 

I am made of  china. 

 

I am lots of bright colours. 

 

I am hand painted. 

 

I was made in a factory. 

 

 

 

 

Draw a toy for each of the different 

groups below: 

 

 

 Grandparents  Parents  Me 


